Injury severity scoring: perspectives in development and future directions.
The impulse to catalogue injuries is as old as human history, but the actual measurement of injury severity began only 40 years ago. The rapid development of objective measures for trauma required enormous investments of time and money to accrue large enough data bases to validate these measures. Tools are now available to measure both physical injury (injury severity score) and physiologic injury (revised trauma score), as well as their synergistic combination into the probability of survival score, and these tools are in everyday use at most trauma centers. Nevertheless, it is likely that further improvement in outcome prediction is possible. The current injury severity scoring system is based on clinically assigned injury severity rather than measured outcome, and considers only one injury per body region. Both of these shortcomings should be addressed. The advent of large computerized data bases will facilitate this process.